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Students Funded in 2020/21 
 

The DCF Bursary fund awarded bursaries to 60 students in 2020/21. All students were in financial 
disadvantage and some faced additional issues such as those with disabled parents, those with Special 
Educational Needs and those not living with parents/guardians. (A list of all students funded in 2020/21 
is provided in appendix 1) 
 
We are able to make these grants available thanks to the generosity of private donors who want to 
support young people fulfil their potential. The requests for funding are always more than we can 
award so Dorset Community Foundation is keen to speak to individuals, companies or charitable 
trusts who feel they may be able to help us support more students in need in future years. 
 
 

Evaluation forms 
 

At the completion of the academic year we send evaluation forms to the students we have supported, in 
order to understand what difference the bursaries have made to their lives and to their education, and 
to give the student an opportunity to provide feedback. 23 of the 60 students completed the evaluation 
forms.  

- All report that the bursary helped them to attend college and that the course has improved their 
skills and knowledge in the chosen subject  

- 15 say they wouldn’t have been able to attend the course without the assistance of the bursary 
- 4 say that although they may have been able to attend, the bursary greatly reduced financial 

pressure. 
- 7 say that although they may have been able to attend, the bursary enhanced their performance 

and achievements due to having a laptop at home for assignments 
 
Future plans: 

- 15 students will be continuing in education, studying the same or a similar subject at a higher 
level and all feel that doing so will give them more confidence to seek work or knowledge to go 
onto university 

- 7 students will be looking for employment (either alongside studies, as apprenticeships or 
instead of studying) and tell us that the course has increased their knowledge of the 
employment and interview progress. 

- 1 student is unsure of their next steps, but has applied for a course in a different field. 
 
 

Student comments  
 

“Thank for you everything. After a difficult school time this year has been the best.”  
 

“Once again thank you so much, this has helped me so such this year and it will carry on helping me so 
much, so thank you.” 
 

“Firstly, I would like to thank you for helping me with my bursary, I would not of been able to by any of 
my barbering kit or travel to and from college. Thank you so much for all your support, I really appreciate 
your help.” 
 

“Without the bursary and laptop, I would have really struggled and wouldn’t have been able to attend 
the course. The best thing has been being able to do 100% attendance, top student, and being able to 
finish the course.” 
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“It would have been quite difficult to continue my online learning during lockdown, without this bursary. 
So thank you so much it has made a tremendous difference.” 
 

“The bursary has made a huge difference to my life and I’m sooo proud of myself that I have been able to 
achieve something good.” 
 

“I just want to say a massive thank you to DCF for giving me this opportunity. I am extremely grateful for 
all that you have done and to all the staff I wish you the very best going forward.” 
 
 

Case studies (students funded in 2020/21) 
 

A 19-year-old student who lives with his Mum and brother, had been struggling with depression and 
self-harm and was looking for a way to release some of his destructive behaviors. He found that he was 
able to express his emotions through artwork. This pushed him to carry on at Brockenhurst College with 
year 2 of his Art & Design Level 3 course. Unfortunately, his Mum suffered a fall, breaking her pelvis, hip, 
and jaw, resulting in a loss of income for the family. The student applied for the bursary in the hope that 
it would ease the financial pressure, and stop his Mum feeling that she has let him down. The DCF 
bursary supported him with a laptop and travel costs. The student was previously sharing his old laptop 
with his brother. He says that without the funding he would not have been able to complete the course. 
 

A 16-year-old student at Brockenhurst College from a single parent family is a registered carer for her 
Mum who has heart failure. She was struggling to afford to attend college to study English, Maths, and 
PACE to improve her GCSE results and set a course for her future. Having no laptop to use for course 
work at home, she was trying to study using her mobile phone, which was then unfortunately lost. This 
resulted in her losing attendance points for remote learning days. The DCF bursary supported the 
student with a laptop and transport costs, which she says will help reduce the panic attacks that she has 
been experiencing due to stress. 
 

A 16-year-old student studying Applied Psychology, Criminology and Law at Bournemouth & Poole 
College, is from a single parent family where he cares for his disabled Dad. He was awarded a laptop, 
which the student says will allow him to come home after college to assist with anything his Dad needs 
whilst continuing to complete all college work. He hopes to understand more of why people commit 
crimes and what factors in their life has led them down that path, continue his education onto 
university, and pursue a career in forensic psychology. 
 

A 19-year-old student lives with her parents in Charmouth and is studying Level 3 Countryside 
Management, Wildlife and Ecology Conservation at Kingston Maurward College.  Her dream job is a 
Countryside Ranger. Her father can only work part-time due to a health issue.  Her mother is a self-
employed carer and pet sitter/walker, but work dried up during the Covid 19 lockdown, so the family 
was struggling financially. As a result, the student was unable to afford the cost of travelling to college.  
She took a gardening job to help fund the purchase of clothing and equipment needed for her course, 
and to boost her family’s income. The DCF bursary enabled the student to continue travelling to college.   
 

An 18-year-old student, who initially wanted to join the army, is living with connected person carers in 
Gillingham and studying Level 1 Fabrication and Blacksmithing at Kingston Maurward College.  The 
student was inspired after some welding experience at school and more recently when working on a 
farm.  His carers encouraged him to believe in himself and to work towards a goal of a more positive 
future after such a bad start in life. Financial support however, finished at age 18. The student requested 
a laptop to enable him to complete his course research and on-line coursework, and funds for personal 
protective equipment, such as boots, glasses, welding overalls, a welding gauntlet etc.  He says the DCA 
bursary will enable him to build a future for himself.  His dream is to have his own welding business.  
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A 19-year-old student who lives in Swanage is passionate about music and is studying Music Technology 
BTEC Level 3 at Weymouth College. She lives with her mother who is unable to work due to neurological 
problems. The student had to borrow a laptop to complete her coursework, but DCF funded a high 
specification laptop that was compatible with music production, which she is delighted with.  Once she 
leaves college, the student would like to pursue her dream job in technical sound management. She 
says, “I have learnt so much this year and increased my knowledge, thanks to the bursary grant enabling 
me to have the education I want, and to achieve a Distinction in one of my assignments.  I currently plan 
to complete my year of first year of level 3 Music technology and then next look to progressing to year 
two of level 3 Music technology.” 
 
 

Historic case studies  
 

Keeping in touch with students funded in previous years, enables us to see how the bursary scheme is 
making a long term difference to the lives of young people. 
 
A student supported in 2018 for a UAL Level 3 Production Arts  course at Wiltshire College says: 

“Due to getting the Dorset Community Foundation bursary I was able to afford the travel costs to 
study Production Arts at Wiltshire College. This allowed me to realise that it was definitely the 
industry that I wanted to be a part of. During my last year at Wiltshire College I started applying 
for drama schools and I am now in my final year at the London Academy of Music and Dramatic 
Arts on the Production and Technical Theatre: Stage and Screen course! Because of the bursary 
that I was awarded it allowed me to pursue a career that I really love as well as to study at a 
prestigious drama school so I am really thankful for the opportunities it has given me!” 

 
A student supported in 2015 / 16 for a Diploma in Sports & Fitness at Kingston Maurward College says: 

“Thank you for your email. Firstly I can’t believe it has been 6 years since I was first enrolled at 
college so thank you for making me feel old haha. I am so grateful for your grant back then and 
it certainly was very helpful. I was able to complete my college degree and have now moved on 
to other things! I am currently the manager of Poole Town Ladies development team and I’m in 
my first year of university at Solent in Southampton where I am studying Football Studies. This all 
came from me completing my college course so I definitely have the grant to thank!” 

 
A student supported in 2018 to study Level 3 Foundation Diploma in Applied Science at Bournemouth & 
Poole College says: 

“The bursary I was granted by yourselves a few years ago made all the difference to my college 
life. I was so dedicated with work to achieve the best grades to make sure I could get into 
university, having the laptop given to me allowed me to be able to type my assignments which 
my course was heavily weighted on. I'd use my laptop whenever I had any free times to do my 
work including my breaks even at college, this allowed me to end up getting D*D*D as my final 
grades and I was also awarded 3rd place student of the year award for science because of the 
dedication and time I was able to spend on my work from being given the laptop, I now study 
marine biology at Portsmouth university so this was the most helpful equipment I've ever had.” 

 
A student supported in 2017 to study Level 1 Plumbing City and Guilds at Wiltshire College is now 
successfully working as a Plumber. He says: 

“Yes it was a real help as now I have moved on with my plumbing career and without it, it will 
have made that a lot harder, if there is anything I can do to thank the charity which provided the 
bursary then please let me know… I am now a level 2 qualified plumber with 2 years 
experience.” 
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Appendix 1 - Students Funded in 2020/21 
 
  

COLLEGE COURSE AMOUNT EXPENDITURE 

1 Weymouth College  Routes into Motor Vehicle 
Course 

£178.99 Laptop 

2 Kingston Maurward 
College  

Sports & Fitness  £1,000.00 Travel £704.60, equipment 
£295.40 

3 Kingston Maurward 
College  

Introduction to skills for 
working life, Math, English 

£452.39 Travel £108.40, laptop £250, 
equipment £165 

4 Kingston Maurward 
College  

Animal care level 2 higher £475.20 Travel £325.20, equipment 
£150 

5 Kingston Maurward 
College  

Animal Care, Level 2 £287.39 Travel £108.40, laptop 
£178.99 

6 Kingston Maurward 
College  

Level 2 Agriculture £928.99 Travel £750, laptop £178.99 

7 Kingston Maurward 
College  

Wildlife Ecology and 
Conservation level 3 

£325.50 Travel  

8 Bournemouth & 
Poole College  

Level 3 Hairdressing  £588.49 Laptop £178.99, meals at 
college £409.50 

9 Kingston Maurward 
College  

Animal Care Level 2 £959.15 Travel £704.60, laptop 
£178.99, equipment £66.56 

10 Weymouth College  Level 2 Mechanics   £178.99 Laptop 

11 Weymouth College  Site Carpentry Level 2 & 
English GCSE 

£178.99 Laptop 

12 Bournemouth & 
Poole College  

Level 2 Health And Social 
Care 

£178.99 Laptop 

13 Kingston Maurward 
College  

Level 2 Technical 
Agriculture 

£928.99 Travel £750, laptop £178.99 

14 Kingston Maurward 
College  

Level 1 Animal Care and 
Conservation  

£504.49 Travel £325.20, laptop 
£179.29 

15 Kingston Maurward 
College  

Level 3 Public Services £913.69 Travel £325.50, laptop 
£178.69, college meals 
£409.50 

16 Kingston Maurward 
College  

Level 3 Military Preparation £928.99 Travel £750, laptop £178.99 

17 Bournemouth & 
Poole college  

Level 2 Media  £527.04 Higher spec laptop  

18 Kingston Maurward 
College  

Level 2 Animal Welfare £928.99 Travel £704.60, laptop 
£178.99, equipment £45.40 

19 Kingston Maurward 
College  

Outdoor Adventure £466.33 Travel £108.40, laptop 
£178.99, equipment £178.94 

20 Weymouth College  OCR Level 2 diploma heath 
and social care 

£178.99 Laptop 

21 Bournemouth & 
Poole College  

Level 3 in Applied 
Psychology, Criminology 
and Law 

£178.99 Laptop 

22 Weymouth College  Level 3 Extended Dip 
Creative Media Production 
& Technology  

£178.99 Laptop 
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23 Bournemouth & 
Poole College  

Level 2 diploma barbering £998.40 Travel £686.40, equipment 
£193, meals at college £119 

24 Kingston Maurward 
College  

Level 2 Wildlife Ecology 
and Conservation 

£867.20 Travel  

25 Bournemouth & 
Poole college  

Community Services Level 
2 

£178.99 Laptop  

26 Brockenhurst 
College 

English, maths & PACE 
course 

£563.24 Travel £384.25, laptop 
£178.99 

27 Kingston Maurward 
College  

Level 2 Horticultre £804.29 Travel £325.20, laptop 
£179.09, equipment £300 

28 Kingston Maurward 
College  

Level 1 introduction to 
agriculture & environment 

£178.99 Laptop 

29 Brockenhurst 
College 

ITEC Beauty Level 3 
Diploma 

£751.50 Travel £394.50, meals at 
college £357 

30 Weymouth College  BTEC level 3 construction £505.08 Higher spec laptop  

31 Kingston Maurward Level 2 animal care £919.00 Travel £750, laptop £169 

32 Kingston Maurward Animal Welfare & Science 
Level 3 

£919.00 Travel £750, laptop £169 

33 Brockenhurst  Art and Design Level 2 £471.00 Travel £252, laptop £219 

34 Kingston Maurward Level 2 Animal Care £629.00 Travel £500, Laptop £129 

35 Weymouth Music Level 2 £219.00 Laptop 

36 Kingston Maurward Small animal care £867.20 Travel 

37 Weymouth Performing Arts Level 2 £219.00 Laptop 

38 Weymouth Animation for Games & 
Media (L3) 

£400.00 Towards ipad (cash to 
student) 

39 Weymouth VRQ Level 3 Hairdressing 
Certificate 

£219.00 Laptop 

40 Kingston Maurward Level 2 Animal Science and 
Care 

£919.00 Travel £750, laptop £169 

41 Bournemouth & 
Poole 

Access to Humanities & 
Social Science 

£479.00 Laptop £219, equipment £50, 
meals £210 

42 Kingston Maurward Outdoor Adventure Level 3 
Extended Diploma (BTEC) 

£640.00 Laptop £219, Duke of 
Edinburgh £421 

43 Kingston Maurward uniformed Protective 
Services level 3 extended 

£934.05 Laptop £234.05, travel £700 

44 Kingston Maurward Animal Care £330.00 Travel £197, meals at college 
£133 

45 Kingston Maurward Level 2 BTEC Public 
Services 

£400.00 Travel 

46 Bournemouth & 
Poole 

BTEC Level 1 Introductory 
Diploma in Applied Science 

£284.05 Laptop 

47 Kingston Maurward  Skills for working life Entry 
3 level 

£484.05 Laptop £284.05, travel £200 

48 Kingston 
Maurwood 

Level 2 Forestry and 
Arboriculture 

£684.05 Laptop £219, travel £465.05 

49 Weymouth College Music Technology BTEC 
LEVEL 3 

£549.00 Laptop 

50 Bournemouth & 
Poole 

progression hair and 
beauty 2 

£284.05 Laptop 
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51 Kingston Maurward Level 3 Countryside 
Management, Wildlife and 
Ecology Conservation 

£525.00 Travel £400, short course 
£95, equipment £30 

52 Bournemouth & 
Poole 

BTEC Level 1 Introductory 
Diploma in Applied Science 

£284.05 Laptop 

53 Bournemouth & 
Poole  

BTEC Level 3 in Music £800.00 Laptop & software 

54 Bournemouth & 
Poole 

BTEC Level 1 Introductory 
Diploma in Applied Science 

£284.05 Laptop 

55 Kingston Maurward  Level 1 Agriculture £284.05 Laptop 

56 Weymouth College Motor vehicle, entry Level £284.05 Laptop 

57 Kingston Maurward Welding, Fabrication and 
Blacksmithing Level 1  

£434.05 Laptop £284.05, equipment 
£150 

58 Weymouth College New Directions level 1 £284.05 Laptop 

59 Weymouth College Music Tech level 2 £549.00 Laptop 

60 Bournemouth & 
Poole  

Level 2 Applied Science £284.05 Laptop 

 
  

£31,178.05 
 

 
 


